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2020 Best of the Best Hotel
Awards
New decade, new hotels to drool over. If the world’s best new hotels have
any sway over where you’re headed in the coming year, you’ve got a lot to
be excited about. This go-around, Asia dominated the spotlight, where
standout openings in Singapore, Bhutan, Hong Kong, the Philippines, and
Japan (host of the forthcoming Summer Olympics) have us earmarking
funds for long-haul flights. The U.S. also had a moment, and we’re not just
talking about our beloved NYC: properties from New Jersey to Utah are
enticing jet-setters to stay stateside. And, while London, Paris, and Rome
are all duly represented, properties in less-visited destinations like Bolivia's
salt flats and the Scottish Highlands make a strong case for exploring
outside your travel comfort zone. Wherever the new year takes you, these
21 stays deserve a look.

By Lindsey Olander January 14, 2020
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BEST BIG CITY SLEEP

THE WINNER Belmond Cadogan Hotel, London

THE FINALIST Hotel de la Ville, Rome

Not much has changed for the social scene at the Belmond

Cadogan Hotel—known simply as The Cadogan when it

opened in 1887 in Chelsea. It was here that Oscar Wilde lived

and hid before his 1895 arrest, and it was also here that

socialite Lillie Langtry seduced the future King Edward VII.

Today, a who’s-who crowd still flocks to these five Queen

Anne–style townhouses, now a 54-room escape of 19th-century

design, art, and exclusivity. Look out for working fireplaces,

stained glass windows, century-old wood-paneled walls, and
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more whimsical touches—a crystal peacock in the dining room;

an installation of 600 bronze books in the library—that lighten

the otherwise stately air about the place. Drinks before dinner

at chef Adam Handling’s namesake restaurant are de riguer, as

is a stroll through Cadogan Place Gardens next door (of which

only Chelsea residents and hotel guests have access).

Check Prices for Belmond Cadogan Hotel in London, United
Kingdom

Explore More: See hotel details | See all London, United Kingdom hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020 $552 Booking.com See Deal
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BEST STYLE STEAL

THE WINNER Hotel Chapter Roma, Rome

THE FINALIST Sister City, New York

We haven’t loved a high-design Roman boutique as

much since G-Rough came to town. In this case, a

19th-century building blocks from the Pantheon was the

muse for South African interior designer Tristan Du

Plessis, who left the original brick archways. Rooms at

Chapter Roma are a spirited mix of industrial-chic

meets Art Deco, with vibrant pops of color—pastel

velvet armchairs, brass pendant lights, graffiti art—that

bring new energy to the building’s old bones. It’s a

microcosm of the old meets new that perfectly suits

present-day Rome, where both young creatives and

sophisticated jet-setters can—and do—coexist in the

multi-use lobby bar and on-site market. While the hotel

has no full-service restaurant, you happen to be in the

Regola district, home to some of Rome’s hottest tables.
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RELATED: 8 Luxury Hotels That—Gasp!—You

Can Actually Afford

Check Prices for Hotel Chapter Roma in Rome, Italy

Explore More: See hotel details | See all Rome, Italy hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020 $151 Booking.com See Deal

https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/affordable-luxury-hotels/
https://p.smarter-meta.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p%3DBookingCom%26src%3D35113474%26geo%3D17425771%26from%3DHotelDateSearch_api%26slot%3D1%26matchID%3D1%26oos%3D0%26cnt%3D2%26silo%3D6208%26bucket%3D917267%26nrank%3D1%26crank%3D1%26clt%3DD%26ttype%3DDesktopMeta%26tm%3D167486390%26managed%3Dfalse%26capped%3Dfalse%26gosox%3DZhQ6UeqNgZ4SW_hnKnHvBlwZZdFdujeoGedngCJXMRwM2e_N-O6ERAO41QSJICPg0zgPZAhh3WWPb31ZDyIrv6QKCJP5SB2wwOsCKHBSkWhCwklf965gyt39weOEfik1Tqo-AKrPabLA7RyUfrD8O0YavEUU_VuPMqsemevZmCIztwzhWHNAlcPwQoHQWjoK4bNla-SAiAmWCJqAu_l8oA0HDcV-IV96D8KXvKJvGos%26priceShown%3D151%26pm%3DBR%26hac%3DAVAILABLE%26mbl%3DBEAT%26mbldelta%3D0%26rate%3D151.07%26fees%3D21.62%26cur%3DUSD%26adults%3D1%26child_rm_ages%3D%26inDay%3D7%26outDay%3D10%26rooms%3D1%26inMonth%3D8%26inYear%3D2020%26outMonth%3D8%26outYear%3D2020%26auid%3D0522bc22-e8c4-440d-b7c3-18bf0c40e974%26def_d%3Dfalse%26bld%3DL_3,D_107,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_200807%26bh%3Dtrue%26cs%3D16fe320b7c4ffcec8e97cfe62d713dd26%26area%3DQC_META_API%26mcid%3D21473%26ik%3Dddf6f16b0c574e8dac94dc671265be03%26drv%3D-1%26dated%3Dtrue%26aok%3D7696b44d792c48cb825c9dea78c0a66a%26tp%3Dmeta_hac&si=905eaeef-5503-4429-aa28-62dd260ce3af&k=j9769cdc-27c8-4a88-9683-a31478da9fbe&t=false&m=21473&rd=jetsetter.com&pn=BookingCom&ps=1&pc=2&pp=151&cd=2020-08-07&n=3&r=1&a=1&cu=USD&lc=en_US&pg=magazine&pt=content&pb=p-726568cc-c90f-4fed-8ad1-3f3c99771f47&us=s-f6d89e68-7e61-4554-b991-c88c0f8b412f
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BEST BOUTIQUE

THE WINNER The Fife Arms Hotel, Scotland

THE FINALISTS Shinola Hotel, Detroit; Gorgeous

George, Cape Town

Scotland is no stranger to tartan-clad hunting lodges, but this

one has introduced something entirely new—sexy even—to the

Highlands, and it’s got hotel and art lovers raving. In the

bucolic village of Braemar (the seat of Queen Elizabeth II’s

beloved Balmoral Palace), two Swiss gallerists have turned

tradition on its head at The Fife Arms, a 19th-century

Victorian inn that moonlights as a contemporary art museum.

Inside, more than 12,000 artworks, from rare objects to

original paintings, vie for your attention. Simply step through

the front door and you’ll spot a glass-blown chandelier by

Richard Jackson, a Steinway piano carved into a topographic

map depicting Robert Burns scenes, and paintings by Lucien

Freud and Queen Victoria herself. Walls are covered in moody

tartan-tweed fabrics and even the air smells of Scottish flora

thanks to the hotel’s signature scent. And there’s more,

including a tiny Art Deco bar home to Man Ray photographs

devoted to fashion designer Elsa Schiaparelli. The mood is

imaginative, romantic, whimsical, and sophisticated—a model

for what future hotels can be this side of the U.K.
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Check Prices for The Fife Arms Hotel in Keith

Explore More: See all Keith hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020
We're sorry, we can't find availability for
your dates. Try different dates to get
pricing.

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g1068062-d578044-Reviews-Hotel_Finca_Serena-Montuiri_Majorca_Balearic_Islands.html?m=58334
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/
https://p.smarter-meta.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p%3DBookingCom%26src%3D72111367%26geo%3D8522508%26from%3DHotelDateSearch_api%26slot%3D1%26matchID%3D1%26oos%3D0%26cnt%3D1%26silo%3D6208%26bucket%3D917267%26nrank%3D1%26crank%3D1%26clt%3DD%26ttype%3DDesktopMeta%26tm%3D167486390%26managed%3Dfalse%26capped%3Dfalse%26gosox%3DSciEBjGKyu2ulZZH6_rrxlwZZdFdujeoGedngCJXMRyWBGjYW0-w94IUvOdIVioMixiGdhG0c6bNfR2GRizkYiMi9lA-6kgpa3Mtd_WJwCDZLGGejf9qHYQEZiogmCmTz3eugzNdh3Px2FdEVohL6evLKblTLHMbZAyoFt2HPBMVS4dQ4HjMlpPLTL1rWb4kam-M9XwjQvJwEzepll5lTA%26pm%3DBR%26hac%3DNOT_AVAILABLE%26adults%3D1%26child_rm_ages%3D%26inDay%3D7%26outDay%3D10%26rooms%3D1%26inMonth%3D8%26inYear%3D2020%26outMonth%3D8%26outYear%3D2020%26auid%3Dc316736d-de0a-45cd-aa14-0d3636822bb8%26def_d%3Dfalse%26bld%3DL_3,D_107,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_200807%26bh%3Dtrue%26cs%3D1e3ead59b673855cda847a1a6a5efe6d1%26area%3DQC_META_API%26mcid%3D21473%26ik%3Dcdc48a5efed141ca8f0f642408de1ef2%26drv%3D-1%26dated%3Dtrue%26aok%3D9293834609524a4fa0f2c7d20066bde6%26tp%3Dmeta_hac&si=9de53561-5bcd-47f8-a8ee-9cf953c6f591&k=j9769cdc-27c8-4a88-9683-a31478da9fbe&t=false&m=21473&rd=jetsetter.com&pn=BookingCom&ps=1&pc=1&cd=2020-08-07&n=3&r=1&a=1&cu=USD&lc=en_US&pg=magazine&pt=content&pb=p-726568cc-c90f-4fed-8ad1-3f3c99771f47&us=s-f6d89e68-7e61-4554-b991-c88c0f8b412f


Photos courtesy of Small Luxury Hotels of the World

BEST FOR ROMANCE

THE WINNER Finca Serena, Mallorca

THE FINALIST Aman Kyoto, Japan

Beautiful grounds, incredible cuisine, complete seclusion—

what more could a couple want for a quiet sojourn away? This

adults-only finca (Spanish for “country estate”), tucked

away among cypress trees and olive groves far from the

nightclubs and resort-lined beaches of Palma, is unlike

anything you’d expect from Mallorca. Whitewashed stone

buildings house contemporary rooms that set the romantic

mood—think modern and antique furnishings, an earthy

palette of wood and linen, and sweeping views of the vineyards.

Between treatments at the spa, naps in hammocks on the

veranda, farm-to-table meals featuring estate-grown

ingredients at Jacaranda restaurant, and weekly suppers

among the vines beneath the stars, this is a place where love

stories are made.

Check Prices for Hotel Finca Serena in Montuiri
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Explore More: See all Montuiri hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020

BEST DESIGN5

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/


THE WINNER Trunk(House), Tokyo

THE FINALIST Maison de la Luz, New Orleans

The micro-hotel concept gets a serious—read: ultimate—

upgrade at Trunk(House), and we’re here for it. There’s just

one bedroom inside the 70-year-old former geisha training

house in Tokyo’s “Little Kyoto,” and those who manage to

secure a reservation (and stomach the price tag) will have full

run of an oasis as atmospheric as the neighborhood it hides in.

From the original stone genkan entrance to the interior’s

wood-paneled ceilings, stained-glass windows, and terrazzo

floors, every angle is gorgeous, and you’ll have plenty of

chances to soak it all in during meditation in the tatami mat

tearoom, dinners whipped up by a private chef, and soaks in

your sento-style bathroom’s cypress wood tub. There’s even a

karaoke-disco-bar with neon signage and a glitter ball—

because if you’re going to live it up this big, you might as well

invite some friends.

RELATED: The 10 Best Hotels in Tokyo Right Now

See All Hotels in Tokyo

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/overberg-district-south-africa/malagas-south-africa/view/lekkerwater-beach-lodge-at-de-hoop/
https://trunk-house.com/en/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/louisiana/new-orleans-la/view/maison-de-la-luz/
https://trunk-house.com/en/
https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/best-hotels-in-tokyo/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/tokyo-japan/


BEST ON THE BEACH

THE WINNER Lekkerwater Beach Lodge at De

Hoop, South Africa

THE FINALIST Four Seasons Astir Palace Hotel

Athens, Greece

Stays at Lekkerwater Beach Lodge are for true

beach people—for those who love the sand as much the

life that thrives on and around it. You’ll find some of the
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best whale-watching in the world in De Hoop Nature

Reserve, three hours outside Cape Town, and from

Lekkerwater’s private beach and ocean-facing guest

rooms, you’ll get a front-row seat to all the action as

dolphins and Southern Right whales migrate here (July

through November) from Antarctica. During South

Africa’s balmy winter months, starfish-studded rock

pools and oceanside hiking trails work just as well to

lure guests from their cozy, solar-powered cabins. At

night, everyone reconvenes for hearty communal meals

—Cape Malay curries; South African braai; wines from

the nearby Hemel-en-Aarde valley—which can be

served in the open-kitchen restaurant or down on the

beach. We highly recommend sand between your toes. 

Check Prices for Lekkerwater Beach Lodge at De Hoop in
De Hoop Nature Reserve

Explore More: See all De Hoop Nature Reserve hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020
Unsupported Hotel Id.

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/
https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/2020-best-of-the-best-hotel-awards/function%20link()%20%7B%20[native%20code]%20%7D


Photo courtesy of TWA Hotel

BEST GAME-CHANGER

THE WINNER TWA Hotel, New York

THE FINALIST Cabrits Resort & Spa Kempinski,

Dominica
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Airport hotels are not a new hospitality concept, but the

experience at the TWA Hotel harkens back to those days

when flying was an event. And for JFK, one of the busiest

airports in the world, this was a long time coming. We thank

the stars that the powers that be didn’t raze Eero Saarinen’s

TWA terminal to the ground when the airline shuttered in

2001. Instead, it’s been given new life as a hotel—though

instead of walking into 2020, guests step back into the 60s. In

the lobby, a sunken lounge features bright red banquettes

where guests can sit beneath a ticking flight board and order

martinis from waitresses clad in retro uniforms. In guest

rooms, rotary phones and runway views are aviation geek gold.

Outside, a retired propeller plane is now a swish cocktail

lounge called Connie. And on the terminal roof? An infinity

pool where you can watch takeoffs and landings. It almost

makes you want to miss your flight.  

RELATED: 10 Affordable NYC Hotels That Don’t

Skimp on Style

Check Prices for TWA Hotel in Queens, NY

Explore More: See all Queens, NY hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/new-york/new-york-city-ny/view/twa-hotel/
https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/affordable-nyc-hotels/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/queens-ny/


BEST ALL-INCLUSIVE

THE WINNER Hyatt Ziva Cap Cana Resort, Dominican

Republic

THE FINALIST Miraval Austin Resort & Spa, Texas

Don’t believe everything you read: the Dominican Republic is

still one of the best (and best bang-for-your-buck) Caribbean
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islands to spend time away—in no small part because this

island knows how to run an all-inclusive. Coming in hot are the

Hyatt Ziva and adults-only Hyatt Zilara resorts, two hotels

that sit side by side on a prime stretch of beachfront in Punta

Cana. Both share important amenities—lagoon-style pools, an

underground spa, Hyatt’s largest hotel gym, nine elevated

dining concepts including an old-school diner, stunning ocean

views—but Ziva gets our vote for its more whimsical design,

kids’ and teen clubs, and water park featuring seven slides and

a lazy river.

Check Prices for Hyatt Ziva Cap Cana in Punta Cana, Dominican
Republic

Explore More: See all Punta Cana, Dominican Republic hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020 $285 Official
Site See Deal

See More Deals

https://www.banwaprivateisland.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g147293-d16663802-Reviews-Hyatt_Ziva_Cap_Cana-Punta_Cana_La_Altagracia_Province_Dominican_Republic.html?m=58334
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BEST OVER-THE-TOP LUXURY

THE WINNER Banwa Private Island, Philippines

THE FINALIST The Nautilus, Maldives

Looking for something truly over the top? How does “the most

expensive resort in the world” sound? For a cool $100,000 a

night, you and up to 47 close friends (if you choose to invite

them) can have Banwa Private Island all to yourselves.

Along with arrival by private helicopter or seaplane, you’ll have

complete run of the 15-acre tropical isle, which is home to six

beachfront villas (think infinity pools and butler service); 12

garden rooms; and a hilltop residential suite. As for what to do,

here’s a tiny taste: unlimited treatments at the spa, gourmet

meals with wine using ingredients from Banwa’s organic farm

and freshwater spring, scuba and diving excursions to
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Tubbataha Reef via the property’s yacht, golfing, paddle-

boarding, jet skiing, sailing, tennis, soccer, and yoga at the

studio or on the beach. If getting one island to yourself still

isn’t enough, there’s a catamaran for overnight journeys to

surrounding isles.

RELATED: Check Out These Jaw-Dropping Private

Island Hotels

See All Hotels in the Philippines

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/ile-de-france-france/paris-france/view/j-k-place-paris/
https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/private-island-hotels/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/philippines/


Photo courtesy of J.K. Place Paris/The Leading Hotels of the World

BEST-LOOKING GUESTS

THE WINNER J.K. Place Paris, France

THE FINALIST Soho Warehouse, Los Angeles

From the onset, boutique hotel group J.K. Place was

always about style—their hotels were designed for

fashion people, not just travelers. That might explain

why it took five years to find the perfect setting in the

perfect neighborhood in Paris for their first venture

outside Italy, but find it they did. Inside the former

European Consulate building overlooking the Seine,

this new member of The Leading Hotels of the World

features 30 individually designed guest rooms by

Michele Bönan that are as chic as can be, with custom

Italian furniture and Parisian flea market finds (a

Hermès desk lamp; mirrored consoles) alongside

marble fireplaces and larger-than-life bathrooms. The

guests who stay here are as beautiful as the digs, so get

ready for some fantastic people-watching as you lay by

the indoor pool, check into the Sisley spa, and sit down

at the northern Italian restaurant.
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RELATED: The 20 Places to Go in 2020

Check Prices for J.K. Place Paris in Paris

Explore More: See all Paris hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020 $741 Booking.com See Deal

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/canton-of-valais-switzerland/verbier-switzerland/view/experimental-chalet/
https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/20-places-to-visit-in-2020/
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BEST NIGHTLIFE

THE WINNER Experimental Chalet, Switzerland

THE FINALIST Virgin Hotels San Francisco, California

Ten years ago, three childhood friends reset the standard for

bar culture when they opened the speakeasy-inspired

Experimental Cocktail Club in Paris. A decade (and three

hotels) later, they’ve entered the après-ski scene in none other

than Verbier, Switzerland—the kind of exclusive, who-knows-

who resort town the brand is all about. Rooms at the

Experimental Chalet are streamlined and refreshing, all

whites and jewel-tone greens and pinks with balconies

overlooking the Alps, but the public spaces are where it’s really

at. Enter the first-floor Cocktail Bar and you’ll find a roaring

fire place surrounded by a stylish crowd sipping drinks with

rye whiskey and vermouth before sitting down to hearty

comfort dishes like rösti and spaetzle. The biggest draw for

partygoers, however, is The Farm Club in the basement—a
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late-night Verbier legend now owned by the hotel that has

entertained the likes of David Bowie and Diana Ross over the

years. 

Check Prices for Experimental Chalet in Verbier

Explore More: See all Verbier hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020
We're sorry, we can't find availability for
your dates. Try different dates to get
pricing.

Become a Jetsetter.
Use our insider connections to know where
to go and what to do.
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By proceeding, you agree to our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use.
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BEST POOL SCENE

THE WINNER Asbury Ocean Club Hotel, New Jersey

THE FINALIST The Calile Hotel, Australia

The Jersey Shore regained its cool factor when the buzzed-

about Asbury Hotel debuted to much fanfare in 2016. The

Asbury Ocean Club Hotel, the hotel’s follow-up just around

the corner, is another notch in the belt of NYC’s hottest

summer escape. Rooms are bright and airy with their 11-foot

ceilings, wood-paneled floors, and slick design by Anda Andrei,

while the hotel’s beachfront real estate and accompanying
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https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/jersey-shore-nj/asbury-park-nj/view/asbury-ocean-club-hotel/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/jersey-shore-nj/asbury-park-nj/view/asbury-ocean-club-hotel/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/brisbane-region-australia/brisbane-australia/view/the-calile-hotel/
https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/asbury-hotel-review/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/jersey-shore-nj/asbury-park-nj/view/asbury-ocean-club-hotel/


ocean views keep guests from venturing far—not that you’ll

need to. The beach is fab—all guests get their own beach bell

attendant for towel and food service—and the pool is arguably

even better, lined with sunken beds, trees, a granita cart

serving up juices and smoothies, and the feeling that you’re

miles (and miles) from the big city.

Check Prices for Asbury Ocean Club Hotel in Asbury Park

Explore More: See all Asbury Park hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020
We're sorry, we can't find availability for
your dates. Try different dates to get
pricing.

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/singapore/singapore-singapore/view/raffles-singapore/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/
https://p.smarter-meta.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p%3DBookingCom%26src%3D170405955%26geo%3D17692337%26from%3DHotelDateSearch_api%26slot%3D1%26matchID%3D1%26oos%3D0%26cnt%3D1%26silo%3D6208%26bucket%3D930554%26nrank%3D1%26crank%3D1%26clt%3DD%26ttype%3DDesktopMeta%26tm%3D167486390%26managed%3Dfalse%26capped%3Dfalse%26gosox%3D_5094uEyBCSJrPl37Mksx6o-khaN4jBsZPipvPpWf7P3rbvbiPU-6z9l_kFfAP506be09OI6cvSZOEf9eaWJgm3ooGW9K3YilnIMMYtYJm0Fs5S5hGnawXYovXZoIy8PLNgXyqiuXXCVupNTh1Oe2oVU58CSkKWll8-5lf6BvorJwiO9DSOucQLQ5_q3kJ4H%26pm%3DBR%26hac%3DNOT_AVAILABLE%26adults%3D1%26child_rm_ages%3D%26inDay%3D7%26outDay%3D10%26rooms%3D1%26inMonth%3D8%26inYear%3D2020%26outMonth%3D8%26outYear%3D2020%26auid%3D029688de-e71d-4986-92f8-dcbafe79e83d%26def_d%3Dfalse%26bld%3DL_3,D_107,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_200807%26bh%3Dtrue%26cs%3D1638935ba1d86446142b7d5634978df05%26area%3DQC_META_API%26mcid%3D21473%26ik%3D287d3dadaa574c40a462e22105fea4b7%26drv%3D-1%26dated%3Dtrue%26aok%3Db12511b12b274592bfa0f184e8efb99b%26tp%3Dmeta_hac&si=384a8a25-f08e-4cd1-8082-8d5fad6ff11e&k=j9769cdc-27c8-4a88-9683-a31478da9fbe&t=false&m=21473&rd=jetsetter.com&pn=BookingCom&ps=1&pc=1&cd=2020-08-07&n=3&r=1&a=1&cu=USD&lc=en_US&pg=magazine&pt=content&pb=p-726568cc-c90f-4fed-8ad1-3f3c99771f47&us=s-f6d89e68-7e61-4554-b991-c88c0f8b412f


BEST COMEBACK

THE WINNER Raffles Hotel Singapore

THE FINALISTS InterContinental Hayman Island

Resort, Australia; The Okura Tokyo

It’s been a long two-year wait since Singapore’s

esteemed Raffles Hotel shuttered to the world, but the 1887

landmark finally reopened, and the results are as magnificent

as we’d hoped. Rooms are brighter and airier, suites feature

new enhancements and butlers for every guest, and an

overhauled food and beverage program includes destination

restaurants like La Dame de Pic (French) and 藝 yì By Jereme

Leung (Chinese) along with new details like plantation-

inspired patterns on the historic Long Bar, where the

Singapore Sling was invented. History buffs, don’t fear: despite

new trimmings and trappings, the hotel’s colonial heritage was

kept perfectly intact. You’ll still find iconic turbaned doormen

in white uniforms manning the entrance along with the gravel

driveway, which harkens back to when horse-and-buggies

would come and park there. 

13
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RELATED: 7 Reasons Why You Need to Visit

Singapore RIGHT NOW

Check Prices for Raffles Singapore in Singapore, Singapore

Explore More: See hotel details | See all Singapore, Singapore hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020 $541 Prestigia.com See Deal

See More Deals

https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/reasons-to-visit-singapore/
https://p.smarter-meta.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p%3DPrestigia%26src%3D40114675%26geo%3D301583%26from%3DHotelDateSearch_api%26slot%3D1%26matchID%3D1%26oos%3D0%26cnt%3D3%26silo%3D5430%26bucket%3D902884%26nrank%3D1%26crank%3D1%26clt%3DD%26ttype%3DDesktopMeta%26tm%3D167486390%26managed%3Dfalse%26capped%3Dfalse%26gosox%3DSciEBjGKyu2ulZZH6_rrxkpRnDnGx9bmD9J5uYA2y05cvYSw3nTDqiiBBkp7s9RBVflBYQ_YzSsjS4Oqeb9H54jqbTdgeX7T-yEyOD9okaJ_GOrMfhoV9ujRNDcuqT3EOQxwGnOwciruRg2Nae1jpsa6y8N-96hjdBbQXqWYc_RjEtvu86Hs6eS00btCeVJtw3t6a12_4XoouNqG9dSKtg%26priceShown%3D541%26pm%3DBR%26hac%3DAVAILABLE%26mbl%3DLOSE%26mbldelta%3D3200%26rate%3D541.32%26fees%3D68.38%26cur%3DUSD%26adults%3D1%26child_rm_ages%3D%26inDay%3D7%26outDay%3D10%26rdex%3DRDEX_1f1af14e1acb911aeb07b18d96a1ac76%26rooms%3D1%26inMonth%3D8%26inYear%3D2020%26outMonth%3D8%26outYear%3D2020%26auid%3Dd1489e82-ac0e-4fe9-bf58-71cd5d3d3774%26def_d%3Dfalse%26bld%3DL_3,D_106,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_200807%26bh%3Dtrue%26cs%3D1af0884ef8bc5d9439f4ad4591c4a04c1%26area%3DQC_META_API%26mcid%3D21473%26ik%3D508d72402db04e80bcb60372bfb1ff21%26drv%3D-1%26dated%3Dtrue%26aok%3D7085e84a02ad4ecc865863c2da034ccd%26tp%3Dmeta_hac&si=3c7be463-1d25-4c18-88b7-f9c4f804f8ce&k=j9769cdc-27c8-4a88-9683-a31478da9fbe&t=false&m=21473&rd=jetsetter.com&pn=Prestigia&ps=1&pc=3&pp=541&cd=2020-08-07&n=3&r=1&a=1&cu=USD&lc=en_US&pg=magazine&pt=content&pb=p-726568cc-c90f-4fed-8ad1-3f3c99771f47&us=s-f6d89e68-7e61-4554-b991-c88c0f8b412f
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/singapore/singapore-singapore/view/raffles-singapore/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/singapore-singapore/
https://p.smarter-meta.com/api/hotelPricing/click?l=https://www.tripadvisor.com/Commerce?p%3DPrestigia%26src%3D40114675%26geo%3D301583%26from%3DHotelDateSearch_api%26slot%3D1%26matchID%3D1%26oos%3D0%26cnt%3D3%26silo%3D5430%26bucket%3D902884%26nrank%3D1%26crank%3D1%26clt%3DD%26ttype%3DDesktopMeta%26tm%3D167486390%26managed%3Dfalse%26capped%3Dfalse%26gosox%3DSciEBjGKyu2ulZZH6_rrxkpRnDnGx9bmD9J5uYA2y05cvYSw3nTDqiiBBkp7s9RBVflBYQ_YzSsjS4Oqeb9H54jqbTdgeX7T-yEyOD9okaJ_GOrMfhoV9ujRNDcuqT3EOQxwGnOwciruRg2Nae1jpsa6y8N-96hjdBbQXqWYc_RjEtvu86Hs6eS00btCeVJtw3t6a12_4XoouNqG9dSKtg%26priceShown%3D541%26pm%3DBR%26hac%3DAVAILABLE%26mbl%3DLOSE%26mbldelta%3D3200%26rate%3D541.32%26fees%3D68.38%26cur%3DUSD%26adults%3D1%26child_rm_ages%3D%26inDay%3D7%26outDay%3D10%26rdex%3DRDEX_1f1af14e1acb911aeb07b18d96a1ac76%26rooms%3D1%26inMonth%3D8%26inYear%3D2020%26outMonth%3D8%26outYear%3D2020%26auid%3Dd1489e82-ac0e-4fe9-bf58-71cd5d3d3774%26def_d%3Dfalse%26bld%3DL_3,D_106,G_1,W_5,U_0,C_200807%26bh%3Dtrue%26cs%3D1af0884ef8bc5d9439f4ad4591c4a04c1%26area%3DQC_META_API%26mcid%3D21473%26ik%3D508d72402db04e80bcb60372bfb1ff21%26drv%3D-1%26dated%3Dtrue%26aok%3D7085e84a02ad4ecc865863c2da034ccd%26tp%3Dmeta_hac&si=3c7be463-1d25-4c18-88b7-f9c4f804f8ce&k=j9769cdc-27c8-4a88-9683-a31478da9fbe&t=false&m=21473&rd=jetsetter.com&pn=Prestigia&ps=1&pc=3&pp=541&cd=2020-08-07&n=3&r=1&a=1&cu=USD&lc=en_US&pg=magazine&pt=content&pb=p-726568cc-c90f-4fed-8ad1-3f3c99771f47&us=s-f6d89e68-7e61-4554-b991-c88c0f8b412f


BEST SAFARI LODGE

THE WINNER Singita Kwitonda Lodge and

Kataza House, Rwanda

THE FINALISTS One&Only Gorilla’s Nest,

Rwanda; Tuludi Camp, Botswana

Kwitonda, a silverback gorilla who once roamed

Volcanoes National Park, lent his name to Singita’s

Kwitonda Lodge and Kataza House, the latest in

luxury lodgings to open in the hills of Rwanda. Just

eight suites surround the main lodge, all built from

reforested wood and other sustainable materials, and

include features like fireplaces, heated plunge pools,

and a covered veranda for taking in the property’s 178

acres. Kataza House, a private four-bedroom villa, takes

things further with a private chef, media room, and

gym. No matter where you choose to unpack your bags,
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https://rwanda.singita.com/
https://www.oneandonlyresorts.com/gorillas-nest
https://naturalselection.travel/camps/tuludi/
https://rwanda.singita.com/


a luxe home base is guaranteed for those with gorilla

trekking on the itinerary.

Check Prices for Singita Kwitonda Lodge in Kinigi

Explore More: See all Kinigi hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020
Unsupported Hotel Id.

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/china/hong-kong-china/view/rosewood-hong-kong/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/
https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/2020-best-of-the-best-hotel-awards/function%20link()%20%7B%20[native%20code]%20%7D


BEST BUSINESS-MEETS-
PLEASURE

THE WINNER Rosewood Hong Kong

THE FINALIST Mandarin Oriental Wangfujing, Beijing

Inside a 65-story skyscraper, the marble-lined Rosewood

Hong Kong is an attractive ambassador for West Kowloon’s

urban renaissance. Spacious rooms are jade-tinged visions

decorated with intricate Asian motifs and geometric

chandeliers by Taiwanese design star Tony Chi and were

inspired by the property’s polished pedigree. (Rosewood Hotel

CEO Sonia Cheng is an heir to one of the world’s largest

jewelry store chains, Chow Tai Fook.) Elsewhere, Damien Hirst

butterflies line the walls at the airy all-day tearoom while

refined Cantonese plates—minced fish soup, barbecued meats

—are the draw at the Legacy House. Don’t miss a cocktail at the

Dark Side, the hotel’s glamorous jazz bar.

Check Prices for Rosewood Hong Kong in Hong Kong, China

Explore More: See hotel details | See all Hong Kong, China hotels

15

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020 $417 Booking.com See Deal
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BEST FOR COMMUNING WITH
NATURE

THE WINNER The Lodge at Blue Sky, Auberge

Resorts Collection, Utah

16

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/wasatch-range-ut/wanship-ut/view/the-lodge-at-blue-sky-auberge-resorts-collection/


THE FINALISTS Blackberry Mountain, Tennessee;

Mount Mulligan Lodge, Australia

The Lodge at Blue Sky, a 46-room resort on 3,500 acres

outside Park City, is a next-level approach to ranch life. Yes,

there’s horseback riding and mountain biking but also fly

fishing and heliskiing. Among the restaurants and bars are The

Tavern, a remote 1800s cabin turned saloon that cooks

breakfasts and dinners over an open campfire, and High West

Distillery, which produces its own whiskey. There’s also a

7,500-square-foot spa with open-air soaking pools and, for

skiers, an exclusive ski-in/ski-out lounge at the base of the

mountain where tune-ups and gear storage are supplemented

with hot drinks and fireside snacks. Let’s not forgot the rooms.

The Sky Lodge and Earth House are built into the hillside with

grass roofs and feature outdoor fireplaces overlooking

Alexander Canyon.

Check Prices for The Lodge At Blue Sky, Auberge Resorts
Collection in Wanship

Explore More: See all Wanship hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020 $1,306 Booking.com See Deal

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/hamptons-ny/water-mill-ny/view/shou-sugi-ban-house/
https://www.blackberrymountain.com/
https://www.mountmulligan.com/
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Photo courtesy of Fredrika Stjarne for Shou Sugi Ban House

BEST FOR WELLNESS

THE WINNER Shou Sugi Ban House, New York

THE FINALIST Four Seasons Hotel Lanai at Koele, a

Sensei Resort, Hawaii

As if you needed another reason to escape to the Hamptons,

this design-forward, Japanese-inspired spa retreat in

Water Mill has wellness nuts buzzing. Landscape designer Lily
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Kwong was tapped for the three-acre overhaul, which added

pebbled pathways, bubbling fountains, manicured gardens,

and cherry trees around the standalone cedar studios. Rooms

are just as spare and simplistic—all glass and natural wood

with gas fireplaces, Kobe-style beds, and freestanding Hinoki

wood soaking tubs. The effect is instantly soothing, and paves

the way for rejuvenating days ahead: tea ceremonies,

hydrotherapy treatments, fitness and yoga classes, meditation

sessions, beach walks, and communal feasts in the barn

designed by Noma co-founding chef Mads Refslund do equal

work to recharge and re-energize you. Whether you stay for a

half-day spa ritual or seven-day all-inclusive experience, it’s an

easy, come-as-you-are space to heal and refocus from city life.

RELATED: 8 All-Inclusive Resorts with Life-Changing

Spas

Check Prices for Shou Sugi Ban House in Water Mill

Explore More: See all Water Mill hotels

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020

https://www.jetsetter.com/magazine/all-inclusive-resorts-with-best-spas/
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/


BEST FAR-FLUNG ESCAPE

THE WINNER Six Senses Bhutan
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https://www.sixsenses.com/en/resorts/bhutan


THE FINALISTS Sonop, Namibia; Lelewatu

Resort Sumba, Indonesia

The isolated, landlocked country of Bhutan opened its

borders to foreigners for the first time in 1974, but the

process has been slow going as the government works

to slow tourism’s negative effects. The good news? More

luxury hotels are finally beginning to open their doors,

including one of the most exciting projects ever by

Six Senses. Not just one but five separate lodges, spread

out across mountainous Bhutan, have made exploring a

bit easier. Lodge-style Thimphu is set on a forested

hillside above the capital city; farmhouse-style Punakha

sits in a valley of rice paddies; Paro is close to an

ancient ruin; Gangtey borders a monastery frequented

by black-neck cranes; and Bumthang hides in a pine

grove. Experiences and designs vary between properties

—some have outdoor infinity pools, others feature

private balconies—but are connected by the brand’s

wellness lean. Hikes to local monasteries are a favorite

activity, and at every spa, meditation halls and local-

inspired therapies deepen guests’ connection to this

mystical, spiritual land.

See All Hotels in Bhutan

http://www.zannierhotels.com/sonop/en/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g790287-d17495942-Reviews-Lelewatu_Resort-Waikabubak_Sumba_East_Nusa_Tenggara.html?m=58334
https://www.sixsenses.com/en/resorts/bhutan
https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/bhutan/


BEST GROUNDS

THE WINNER Kachi Lodge, Bolivia

THE FINALIST Islas Secas Reserve, Panama

If you couldn’t afford a roundtrip ticket on Richard Branson’s

inaugural Virgin Galactic space flight, don’t fret: you’ll still feel

like you’ve left the stratosphere when you get within eyesight of
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https://www.kachilodge.com/en
https://islassecas.com/


Kachi Lodge. There’s no denying the lunar-like quality of this

remote corner of the Earth. Just six geodesic domes (five of

them suites) are arranged in a row at the edge of the world’s

largest salt flat, where guests will feel as alone as they are. As

show-stopping as your room may be—all bespoke furniture,

handwoven alpaca throws, art, and transparent window

cutouts that allow for stellar stargazing—it’s your surroundings

that make the biggest impact. Go on as many guided

excursions through the surrounding altiplano as you can

muster so you can take in the Thunupa volcano, various

archaeological sites, and resident flamingoes.

See All Hotels in Bolivia

https://www.kachilodge.com/en
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotels-g294071-Bolivia-Hotels.html?m=58334


BEST FOR FOOD

THE WINNER Puro Vik, Chile

THE FINALIST Nobu Hotel Los Cabos, Mexico

If at first you do succeed, why change the recipe? Alex and

Carrie Vik’s luxury wine estate Vik Chile took the South

American hospitality scene by storm when it opened in 2015.

Their follow-up, Puro Vik, sits just down the hill, but unlike

its predecessor, this is no traditional vineyard hotel. Just 19

glassed-in casas by architect Marcelo Daglio, tucked in the

trees overlooking Millahue Valley, are as much about design as

they are about views. No two rooms are alike: one is Japanese-

inspired, with shoji screens and tatami mats; the Spanish-style

“Letras” suite pops with color and eccentric objects like a

boxing glove-shaped chair. Whichever one you book, you’ll find

an outdoor bathtub on your back terrace with Andes vistas that

almost beat the food. After touring the vineyards and making

good use of the Wine Spa (treatments incorporate grape

seeds), make your way to Milla Milla, where local ingredients
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https://www.purovik.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g152515-d15752722-Reviews-Nobu_Hotel_Los_Cabos-Cabo_San_Lucas_Los_Cabos_Baja_California.html?m=58334
https://www.purovik.com/


and estate-produced wines give you a tangible taste of the

landscape.

See All Hotels in Chile

BEST FOR FAMILIES21
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THE WINNER Baker’s Cay Resort Key Largo, Curio

Collection by Hilton, Florida

THE FINALIST Disney’s Riviera Resort, Florida

With its endless sunshine, incredible beaches, and unbeatable

accessibility, the Sunshine State is a perennial favorite when it

comes to group getaways. Baker’s Cay Resort, on the

outskirts of Key Largo, puts families well within reach of the

Keys but far enough away from the crowds that it still feels

blissfully secluded. Of the 200 rooms, corner suites offer the

most space—though all come with balconies and mini-fridges.

As for what to do here, well, you might run out of time before

trying it all. There’s a nature trail that guests can tour with the

resident biologist. On the water, you can sail, snorkel, go

kayaking, or hire the resort seaplane for taking a scenic cruise

down the coast. Back on property, lawn games and movie

nights fill extra downtime. Even the formal restaurant Calusa

offers children’s menus. Rest assured, though, that kids aren’t

the only ones having fun: a separate adults-only pool and Dry

Rocks bar featuring fire pits and live music keeps the young at

heart happy, too.

Check Prices for Baker’s Cay Resort Key Largo, Curio Collection
by Hilton in Key Largo, FL

Aug 7, 2020 to Aug 10, 2020 $278 travelup.com See Deal

https://www.jetsetter.com/hotels/florida-keys-fl/key-largo-fl/view/bakers-cay-resort-key-largo-curio-collection-by-hilton/
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What to Pack

For info on these editor-selected items, click to visit the seller’s site. Things you

buy may earn us a commission.

Explore More: See hotel details | See all Key Largo, FL hotels

Shop the look Shop the look

Tunic Dress

Sea

Sunglasses

CELINE
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Disclaimer: All winners included in Jetsetter’s Best of the Best Hotel Awards

are hand-chosen by our editors according to their merit, and in no way

influence, pay for, or receive compensation for, the final results.

Be sure to check out our 2019 Best of the Best Hotel Awards to see who

made last year’s cut!

Want more?

18 Overwater Bungalows We Can’t Stop Dreaming About

Wardrobe Essentials Every Woman Needs in 2020

12 Tips (and Carry-On Essentials) for Surviving Your Next Long-

Haul Flight

All products are independently selected by our writers and editors. If you buy

something through our links, Jetsetter may earn an affiliate commission.
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Everlane

Hoops

Shashi

Belt Bag

Madewell

Night Serum

Erno Laszlo

One-Piece Swimsuit

Tory Burch

Supergoop!

Sunscreen

Amazon

Cover-Up Tunic

Melissa Odabash

Beach Tote

Hat Attack
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9 Awesome Labor Day
Weekend Getaways to
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